Newsletter – 25th June 2021
“Every Achievement Counts”
Achievements this week …
Jose Carlos
Solana

Walking up and down the stairs independently for the very first time this week.
Sitting independently for the whole of Good Morning and being consistent in choosing her
photo.
Nandi
Wonderful independent writing in comprehension. It included full sentences!
Tahlia
Sitting on a peanut ball and being very alert and in the green zone and communicating that
she would like 'more' bouncing!
Clarisse
Settling into her new class and for standing in her new standing frame.
Mason & Gaspard
Completing a 12 piece puzzle together.
Abdullahi
Eating ¾ of a pizza slice for lunch today!
Patrick
Worked really hard remembering lots of facts about Japan and completing quizzes
Shout-out to Kate for always being supportive with any technical issues and having creative ideas to enhance the
children’s learning experiences.
Shout-out to Marianne and John for excellent use of their ‘more’ symbols to extend learning opportunities for the
children in their pathway.

FOG AGM
FOG (Friends of Greenmead) are hosting their AGM on Tuesday 29th June at 1.30pm via Zoom.
Everyone is invited. If you’d like to attend please email friends@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk and you’ll be sent
the zoom link.

Topic in Mars Class
This week pupils in Mars Class made poky sticks (Japanese snack) with Karen in their Topic sessions. They were
delicious!

Sunday 27th June

12pm - Dance with Tavaziva
4pm - Art with Lucy

Sunday 4th July

12pm - Music and Movement with Sheerene
4pm - Pottery with Coral

Sunday 11th July

12pm - Music with Jake
4pm - Cooking with Andre

Sunday 18th July

12pm - Dance with Tavaziva
4pm - Drama with Cassie & Charles

Sunday 25th July
12pm - Drumming with Edison
4pm - Art with Lucy

Communication Focus
Thought/Meme of the Week
Letters, symbols and signs are my closet allies
because they never change. They just stay as
they are, fixed in my memory….Letters and
symbols are much easier for us to grasp than
spoken words, and we can be with them
whenever we want”
“… I very quickly forget what it is I’ve just heard.
Inside my head there really isn’t such a big
difference between what I was told just now,
and what I heard a long, long time ago” The
Reason I Jump’ by Naoki Higashida.
This is a great quote from someone with a
diagnosis of Autism. There is no evidence that
using symbols stops someone developing spoken
language, but they are great for facilitating
communication, teaching new vocab, teaching
the basic rules of a conversation (e.g. delivering a
message and turn taking) and helping someone
remember their routine or a sequence of
activities they must complete.

Try a New Strategy
To support children’s development in communication we need to create opportunities for them to
communicate. If they can get to what they want, why do they need to ask for it? Learning how to ask for
things now, whilst in the comfort of their home with people they are familiar with, is the best time for
teaching functional skills they may need in the future, so create those learning opportunities!

Message from the Nursing Team
There are currently two main tests available to check for Corona Virus. These are the ‘PCR tests’ and ‘lateral flow
tests.’
PCR
PCR tests detect the virus’ RNA. These tests are carried out in a laboratory using a swab of the nose and/or throat.
PCR tests can detect very tiny amounts of RNA, meaning they are extremely sensitive. They are the best test
for current infection. The period the patient must isolate for is defined by time from the start of symptoms or, if
there are no symptoms, from the first positive test. Current UK policy is that patients must self-isolate for ten days
after this time.

WHEN SHOULD I HAVE A PCR TEST?
If you currently have symptoms that may indicate COVID-19, this is the test you should have to diagnose the
infection.
If a lateral flow test is positive. The purpose of the PCR test is to confirm the diagnosis, since it is a more accurate
test than the lateral flow test.
IS A PCR TEST ACCURATE?
PCR is the most accurate test available for current infection. In a person with symptoms, a positive PCR test is likely
to accurately indicate infection.
LATERAL FLOW TESTS
These are the rapid tests that are used in the community. They are convenient because they can give a result within
30 minutes and do not need a laboratory. They detect proteins from the virus, not RNA. They use a swab of the nose
and/or throat and are carried out on a small flat plastic device like a pregnancy test.
These tests are very different from PCR. They are not suitable for diagnosing individual patients who suspect they
may be infected because they have symptoms.
People with symptoms need a PCR test. Lateral flow tests are intended for picking up additional infected cases who
would otherwise be missed because they don’t have any symptoms.

WHEN SHOULD I HAVE A LATERAL FLOW TEST?
You should only have this test if you don’t have any symptoms and have been invited to take one as part of an
exercise to identify infected people without symptoms.
ARE LATERAL FLOW TESTS ACCURATE?
These tests are not as sensitive as PCR. They are simply a convenient way of picking up a proportion of undiagnosed
people who have no symptoms. The way to look at these tests is that every additional positive case picked up is a
bonus, preventing further unknown transmission of the virus. If a person tests positive with these tests, they need
to confirm this by having a more accurate PCR. In the meantime, they must self-isolate. If these tests are negative,
the person may or may not be infected and that person must continue to take the usual precautions such as hand
washing, wearing a mask and social distancing. A negative lateral flow test should not be used to rule out infection
or indicate that it is safe to do something such as visit relatives.

