Newsletter – 23rd April 2021
“Every Achievement Counts”
Achievements this week …
Eliza
Lydia

Initiating interactions with adults throughout the week
Having a very green day and being able to communicate using her PODD book her different
emotions
Neo
Using the toilet and having snacks in school for the first time
Kai & Clarisse Having a really great start to their first week back in school after a long time of learning at home
Ellie-May
Reading more of the class tricky words than she could last term
Theo
For fantastic work on the eye gaze; choosing the spider to scare the dog and giggling at the action
Olivia
Independently going to her PECS book and requesting a drink
Anya
Great independent work at her workstation this week
Louisa
Driving her Tiny Trax to Jax to give her a letter from Hannah with only bit of help to find the right
office
Shout out to Lauren for all of her support in Europa this week
Tanya, for always going above and beyond for the semi-formal pathway, keeping positive and being our ray of
sunshine
In assembly we celebrated Earth Day and thought about different ways in which we can look after the Earth

Curriculum Theme
The sky is blue, the sun is yellow, the trees are pink, green or white and we’re excited about starting the summer
term where we are all wearing brighter, summery colours. Our theme for this half term is Colour Explosion which is
an Art & Design and Scientific focus. To finish off our theme we are looking forward to a colour explosion festival at
the end of the half term. Expect lots of fun getting messy! Do also refer to the curriculum maps sent home today
which give you more of an overview of what the classes will be learning.
Now that all of the pupils have returned to
school we are going to suspend our
Instagram assemblies on a Friday and
continue to have virtual live assemblies
just in school. Do however, keep checking
our Instagram page as there may be
special announcements which we do want
to share and celebrate with you.

Staff Development
On Monday 19th April we had a joint virtual INSET day with colleagues at Paddock School. This is the first time
we’ve attempted to do a joint staff development day with another special school and we were really pleased to be
able to do this despite a tricky year when it would have been so easy to postpone it. 200 staff spent the morning
accessing teaching and learning and pedagogy training options including supporting pupils with VI/HI, Sounds of
Intent, Engagement Scales, Supporting fussy eaters, Autistic Thinking, PECS, how to develop my skills as a TA,
Attention Autism, Intensive Interaction, Supporting pupils with worries and anxieties and developing Structured
Teaching. We then spent the afternoon accessing wellbeing options including a Quiz, Bake Along, Yoga, Zumba,
Dance, Ukulele, Book Club, Bee Keeping, Climate Change, Taskmaster, Mindfulness, Origami and Creating with Clay.
We are looking forward to future joint working opportunities with Paddock colleagues again.

Summer key diary dates
Friday 30th April

INSET day (no school)

Monday 3rd May

Bank Holiday (no school)

Friday 28th May

Secondary transition meeting for Year
5 parents (9.15am)
Evaluated IEPs to be sent home

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June
Friday 11th June

Half term

Secondary transition meeting for Year
5 parents (2.15pm)

Wednesday 23rd June New Summer/Autumn IEPs to be sent
home
Monday 5th/Tuesday 6th July
Friday 23rd July

Parents’ Evening

End of term (1pm finish)

St Paul’s Pantry
St. Paul’s Pantry on Augustus Road is still up
and running and they have extended their
services. It is currently open on the first and
third Thursday of the month. This means they
will be open again on 29th April
6.30pm – 8.00pm.
If you are unable to collect the bags, they can
deliver to local families too.
The pantry is a small scale foodbank offering
free groceries to anyone who needs them. No
referrals are necessary.
To find out more please phone 0208 788 2024
or email pantry@stpaulsparkside.org.uk

Communication Focus






Sing songs and pause: see if your child fills the gap. It doesn’t have to be right word, but acknowledge any
vocalisations as an attempt to join in – this teaches them that their voice has a purpose and teaches the toand-fro of a conversation.
Simplify your sentences: name things sing single words to teach labels and nouns, describe items with two
words to teach descriptive language (e.g. ‘red car’, ‘fast car’, ‘wet flannel’.
Be forgetful: teach higher level language skills by creating opportunities for planning and predicting – forget
to put your shoes on before going out and see if your child knows what is wrong; when making dinner,
forget what to do next and see if they can tell you, create a problem and see if they can fix it.

Online Safety

