Newsletter – 6th November 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Achievements this week …
Theo
Darcy
Nora and Fatou
Myles
Quentin
Cerim
Neriah

Requesting ‘more’ drumming by looking at his symbol
Reading words independently by using her phonics
Settling wonderfully into their new class this week
Engaging in a massage session and requesting for adults to massage his head
Spontaneously expressing himself during the class’ rocking and dancing party by calling out
‘look’ and waving his hands and giggling in time to the music.
Amazing transition to his TEACCH station
Returning to school really calm, being in the green zone all week and doing lots of walking

Welcome to Olivia and Abdulrahaman who have started in Neptune and Jupiter at Greenmead this week

Christmas Shoebox Appeal

Thank you so much for your generosity. We’ve had more shoeboxes come in this week and now have 23 boxes filled;
only another 27 to go to reach our target of sending 50 shoeboxes around the world to support children in vulnerable
communities.
Please send your filled shoeboxes back to school by 13th November so that we can do a delivery to the drop off point
in Raynes Park on Sunday 15th November. That is only 1 week away!

Parent/teacher consultations
After the success of the Summer Term’s parent/teacher telephone meetings, we will be holding our Autumn Term
parents’ evening remotely again on Monday 23rd or Tuesday 24th November 3.45pm-6.00pm. This time you will have the
option of either having a telephone conversation with your child’s class teacher or a TEAMS video meeting. The aim of the
meeting is to discuss how your child has settled since returning to school and key priorities for your child for the rest of
this term and into the Spring term.
To book please go online to http://greenmead.parentseveningsystem.co.uk and log in using your (parents’) first and last
name and your child’s date of birth. Once logged in you will be directed to book a slot. Once you’ve booked a slot you’ll
then be able to leave the teacher a message where you can indicate if you like this to meeting to be via TEAMS or by
telephone.
Bookings will open to parents on Monday 16th November at 9:00am and will close again on Monday 23rd November at
9:00am.
If you have any problems when logging into the parents evening system please do give the office a call and they will be
more than happy to help you.

Key diary dates for Autumn Term

Curriculum Theme for this half term

13.11.2020
14.11.2020
23&24.11.2020

Our curriculum theme for this half term is ‘Festivals’.
We’ll be learning about different light festivals
including Guy Fawkes and Diwali, Christmas,
Hanukkah and Dia de Velitas. This will be a
colourful, musical and fun theme with lots of
opportunities for performing arts.

Children in Need

Children in Need pyjama day
Diwali
Parent/teacher telephone
Conferences
10.12.2020
Hanukkah
11.12.2020
Christmas Jumper day
16.12.2020
Christmas Lunch
17.12.2020
Father Christmas to visit school
18.12.2020
Christmas production (tbc)
18.12.2020
End of term (1pm finish for
pupils)
21.12.2020-1.01.2021
HOLIDAYS
4.01.2021
INSET day for staff (no pupils in
school)
5.01.2021
Spring term 1 starts

At Greenmead School we love a reason to dress up or wear our
pyjamas to school as well as do lots of other fun activities to
help raise money for the different charities we support.
Therefore, Greenmead School be supporting Pudsey and raising
money for Children In Need.
On Friday 13th November staff and pupils are invited to come to
school in their pyjamas or in a Pudsey outfit and we ask for a
voluntary donation of £1.
Why not make your very own Pudsey mask or colour in a picture
of Pudsey that your child received in their home/school bags.

Communication Focus
At Greenmead we promote the use of visual
supports with every child in every class by every
staff member so that pupils are able to express
themselves, to understand what is being
communicated to them and to support them to
understand the world and environment around
them. Please don’t underestimate the value of
using visual supports (signs, symbols or photos) with
your child and use these as much as possible in your
homes as part of daily routines. If you would like
any further support with implementing
communication strategies with your child at home
please contact your child’s class teacher or the
speech and language therapy team.

Christmas Lunch

Mars Class’ Christmas Shop

On the 16th December we’ll be having Christmas
lunch at school.

After the great success last year of our Christmas
shop; it is returning again this year. ‘Hooray!’ we
can hear you all say! This year it will be a little
different as we cannot invite you into class but we
can take orders. You’ll be receiving a note in your
child’s home/school book with details of what is
available to buy, how to place orders and make
payments. They sold out their stock last year so
get your orders in soon!

If you would prefer your child to opt out of any of
our Christmas activities such as Christmas lunch,
please contact Nicky
nicky.chakravorty@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk
to discuss options.

Online Mental Health Support
Wandsworth have now made Kooth online counselling service
available to all young people over the age of 11. Kooth offers free,
safe and anonymous support. kooth.com is commissioned by the NHS,
Local Authorities, businesses and charities to provide anonymous and
personalised mental health support for children and young people.
There is no need for a referral, no waiting lists and the service is
available 24/7. If anyone in your family would benefit from this please
pass on these details to them.
Kooth also has a service Qwell, which is a mental health
support for adults. Adults accessing Qwell can do so
without waiting lists or thresholds often associated with
traditional mental health services. You can join online
peer support communities, access self-help materials or
engage in drop-in or booked in one to one chat sessions
with experienced counsellors. To find out more go to
www.qwell.io

Covid Updates
As you’ll be aware school will remain open to all children and staff except to those that are classified as being
clinically extremely vulnerable from Covid 19. You will have received notification from your child’s GP or
paediatrician if they fall into this classification. If you have not received notification and you feel your child should be
shielding as they are clinically extremely vulnerable then please make contact with their GP or paediatrician.
To find out more about the shielding list go to Information from digital.nhs.uk/coronavirus/shielded-patient-list
Those pupils whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend
school while this advice is in place. Your child’s class teacher will make appropriate arrangements for you to support
your child’s learning at home.
For further information about how the new lockdown and restrictions affect special schools please go to
www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialistsettings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings

Enable DanceAbility Yoga and Stretch Sessions

