Newsletter – 17th July 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Year 6 Pupils of 2020
We are so very proud of all of our Year 6 pupils who have achieved so much at their time at Greenmead.
They have developed their characters and personalities, they’ve made achievements in their physical skills,
communication and interaction skills, and their friendships and brought so much joy to our school. Now
it’s time to say, not good bye, but au revoir, which means ‘till we meet again’. We want to hear all of your
news about how you are getting on at secondary school. We’ll miss you lots!
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Adiós, amigo. Hasta que nos volvamos a encontrar
“Goodbye, our friend. Until we meet again soon”
We say a fond farewell to Gaia and her family who are moving abroad. We
have loved getting to know you all and we wish you well on your new
adventures.

Live Music Now
A wonderful charity providing music across the UK. They
have put together a selection of music videos for children
and young people who have special educational needs.
Listen to different genres of music with different
instruments and musicians.

www.livemusicnow.org.uk/lmnathomeschools

Black Lives Matter
The recent events of the Black Lives Matter campaign has caused many of us to feel upset and unsettled
and we would like to acknowledge that our thoughts are very much with those who have suffered loss and
pain including those who have lost their lives to racist violence and those who live with the effects of
racism on a daily basis.
For the past year Greenmead has been working to celebrate differences by working with Unicef to gain our
Rights Respecting Schools Awards. This has helped us to open up conversations with pupils and staff about
human rights and to start to challenge what is right and wrong for different groups of people.
Following recent events members of staff have approached the leadership team offering to form a working
party to help us think more about how we can challenge our own thinking and biases and work on how we
can enhance our curriculum to acknowledge and celebrate differences that our pupils from all
backgrounds have the opportunity to develop a healthy and positive self-image and appropriate
vocabulary to discuss differences in a positive way.
You may like to share these books with your children to help the celebrate diversity;
Everywhere Babies – by Susan Meyers with illustrations by Marla Frazee showing babies doing all the
things they do best - sleeping, laughing, playing and crawling which represents a wide array of families.
My World, Your World by Melanie Walsh – a brightly coloured book celebrating the similarities and
differences between people
What’s the difference? By Doyn Richards – a book about seeing and celebrating difference and recognising
the most important things are what we can do together as friends, families and communities.
Greenmead is a diverse and inclusive school and our aim is to always make sure that all of our pupils and
their families feel equally welcomed and part of our school community.

Position of the Week
There are lots of ways to incorporate Physiotherapy into your
child’s daily activities.
This week, try and make time for some ‘Split Kneeling’.
This position is great for children with all different physical levels.
Split kneeling will help your child to strengthen their core/trunk
and hip muscles and provide a gentle stretch to the front of the
hips. This will also work on their balance. Please practice this on
each side.
If your child’s legs tend to go inwards and ‘stick’ together, try
putting your knee between their legs.
Please contact the Physiotherapy Team if you have any concerns
or require any support.

Communication Focus

!You can do therapy at home!
Put things out of reach
Gather up a couple of your child’s favourite items, or things they need on a regular basis (e.g. toothbrush,
shoes) and put them out of reach, or hide them. This creates an opportunity to need to communicate.
Early Years and Sensory Pathway: take pictures of the items and print them.
1. Look and listen for any body language or vocalisations that tells you they are missing their preferred
items, and reinforce this as a request, by offering the item back (show them the photo at the same
time). Teaches: requesting and symbolic understanding
2. Can they point to (with their fingers or eyes) the object they want from a choice of two photos? If
they don’t yet understand that photos relate to objects, help them develop this understanding by
showing the photo alongside the object. Teaches: requesting and symbolic understanding
Semi-Formal Pathway: take photos and print them out. Create a photo-bank of 6-8 items and see if your
child will initiate a request by pointing to, or giving you, the photo. You could also email your SaLT or Class
Teacher and ask for an [I want] or [where is?] symbol starter and model how to use this before pointing to
the photo, so they start to learn to build sentences.
Teaches: requesting and literacy skills
Formal Pathway: Describe where the item is hidden and see if your child can find it. If it is a daily item, ask
your child if there is something else they can use instead. Teaches: inferencing and problem solving

Thought/Meme of the Week
It’s nearly the summer holidays!!! I
think we are all (parents, carers,
teachers and therapists) looking
forward to a little break from remote
working…

Final words …
Well, what a year it has been! None of us could have imagined when we started this academic year how it
would end. There have been many challenges and difficult times for all over the past few months with a
global pandemic and our thoughts are with families who have lost members of their family or friends as a
direct result of Covid 19. I know that it has been difficult for our pupils and their families to be in lockdown
with reduced services however, I also want to celebrate all that you have achieved during that time too.
Since we re-opened the school in mid-June staff have commented and shared excitement at how the
pupils have come back more mature, more consistent with their communication, some have been
achieved walking, toilet training and self-feeding goals and that is down to your hard work despite the
challenges. Well done and thank you. Through the challenges I am incredibly proud of the staff team
(therapists, admin team, teachers, support staff, nurses, senior leaders) for all that we have achieved
together. The saying ‘Team work makes the dream work’ is so very true and has been captured by the
team at Greenmead. I am so pleased we’ve been able to re-open the school and we look forward to the
final phase of our re-opening starting in September when we will have all our pupils and staff members
back together again. The plan is to re-open school to all pupils on Friday 4th September for 5 days a week,
however, there are still so many things to put into place in the ‘new normal’ and the government
continues to send us multiple guidance documents day by day. We will inevitably get many more updates
over the summer holidays so rather than give you all the details for our September start now the
leadership team will be returning to work the week of the 24th August to review updated guidance and
then communicate final plans to parents and staff. Please look out for emails during this week. What we
do know is that Wandsworth will continue to offer transport to all eligible pupils. We still want to make
sure that all vehicles come through one gate and avoid gatherings of pupils and parents to maintain social
distancing so for this reason we have slightly changed and staggered times for the start and end of day to
accommodate this. Buses and council taxis will arrive at 9.05am and staff will be ready to unload pupils as
quickly as possible. We ask that parents who drive their children to school please arrive at 9.25am and
enter via the bus gate entrance. At the end of the day children who travel on buses will leave at 3.10pm.
Parents who are driving to pick up their children please come at 3.20pm. Pupils will be in their classes as
indicated in the letters sent to you this week and each class will become a new hub; ‘bubble’. This means
that there will be no shared playtimes or assemblies at least for the first half term. There will also be no
swimming for the first half term as we do not have the staffing levels to make sure that the whole pool
area, changing rooms and toilets are thoroughly cleaned between each session/group. Should there be a
local lockdown we will resume remote learning as already delivered to all families and school will only be
open to those children identified as high risk by social services, school and health professionals. Staff will
continue to wear PPE and we will maintain our high hygiene protocols especially as we then move into the
winter season. As I’ve said all of this will be reviewed in line with the most up to date guidance and we
will communicate all to you towards the end of the summer holidays. Staff deserve a good rest to
recharge their batteries and energy for a new academic year, still with many uncertainties, so that we can
welcome all back safely. Thank you to parents, staff and governors for all of their support this year. It has
been a pleasure to work with you. I wish you all happy summer holidays and we look forward to working
in partnership in the new academic year.

Chair of Governors end of year message
Well, I was not expecting a year like that! Who can recall a period like the last 3-4 months we have all
lived through? I am sure that Covid-19 has disrupted your life. It has certainly had a substantial effect
on Greenmead’s. We had very difficult decisions to make in order to protect our pupils and staff and to
enable learning to continue, even if in rather odd ways. We did our best. I hope that you think we did
what we could in such challenging times to meet your and your children’s needs. I know that Toni and
the staff worked hard to provide materials to children, to try to offer remote support and to keep in
touch with families. We were able to open on 16th June for all families who wished their children to
attend. We know that some families did not wish to send children back to school and we respect those
decisions.
The hope is that the end is in sight. I attended a meeting (virtually, inevitably) arranged by Wandsworth
for chairs of governors. The message was that all children should be back in September when it is
planned that full-time education will resume. Here’s hoping …

Messages from other governors
“Just wanted to say thanks to you and the staff who met with us at the governors meeting this week yesterday - it was amazing to hear the success the school has had in doing everything possible to give
the best education and support to the children and their families over the past three months. And
brilliant to hear from our parent governor about how well it has been received by parents. Thanks for
everything you do for the school and the children.”

“I was delighted to hear that the school was reopening last month and that the pupils have
been returning; and I am very much looking forward to visiting the school again soon (as and when
permitted) to see how things are going. In the meantime please do pass on my thanks and
congratulations to the staff (SLT included!) for all of their/your incredible efforts during what has been
an extraordinary period.”

