Newsletter – 10th July 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Greenmead celebrities
Pupils from Greenmead were casted for Yakka Dee’s new episodes and what a delight to see some familiar
faces. Yakka Dee videos can be found on YouTube or on the CBeebies website.

Staff News
We’d like to say a very big congratulations to Katie who has passed her teacher training with us this year and
who has been appointed as a permanent member of the Greenmead team as a qualified teacher. Well done
Katie!
Alanna, our play therapist will be starting her maternity at the end of this term. We wish her well and a safe
delivery. We look forward to hearing news soon. We are delighted to have appointed Rebecca to cover Alanna
for the year. Rebecca has completed a handover with Alanna and will be starting with us in September.
It’s been great to have Tamarah back in school this week having come back from maternity leave a few weeks
ago.

News from home and at school
There has been so much learning this week from home and at school and we love to celebrate these with
you and your children in the newsletter and in assemblies. Please do keep sending us your photos and/or
videos by emailing them to your child’s class teacher or to Toni.

Siblings all wearing our uniform for the
playground visit and ready to fight fires.

Choosing a sparkly blue dress for
Greenmead’s ‘Strictly Come Dancing’

Enjoying messy shaving foam play
and exploring ‘yucky’ textures.

Mason and Myles initiating and
purposefully playing with a ball
with each other; showing great
communication, interaction,
throwing and rolling skills.
Look at our fire-breathing dragons.

Thanks to Tasha for sharing this. Family Fund is a charity providing grants to families raising children with
disabled or complex health needs. To learn more about the charity and to find out how to apply for a grant visit
www.familyholidayassociation.org.uk

Position of the Week

This week, try and make time for some ‘High Kneeling’.
This position is great for children with all different physical levels.
High kneeling will help your child to strengthen their core/trunk
and hip muscles and provide a gentle stretch to the front of the
hips.
Please contact the Physiotherapy Team if you have any concerns
or require any support.

Communication Focus

!You can do therapy at home!
Create a photo album
You can do this digitally or with printed photos. It can be of people or favourite things around the house, and then
talk about the photos and maybe even write comments or messages underneath
Early Years and Sensory Pathway: Look at each photo and introduce it by saying “who is this?”, “what is this?” and
then name the people or items in the picture. Teaches: nouns and people, introduces question types ‘who’ and ‘what’
and starts to develop awareness that these questions relate to people and animals or objects.
Semi-Formal Pathway: See if your child can describe the people in the pictures using adjectives – tall, short, long
hair. Can they talk about what the person is wearing or say where the picture was taken? Try to encourage use of
conjunctions ‘and’ and prepositions ‘at…in’. You can use a communication book or aided language display to help
with this if needed. Teaches: new vocabulary, sentence building.
Formal Pathway: Talk about the last time you saw the person in the picture, or used the object. How much
information can your child recall and can they put in a logical sequence. Encourage them to add more to the story
by using scaffolds “and then… and Grandma said…we went to... because...” Teaches: narrative skills and extending
sentences.

Thought/Meme of the Week
Another one I found on my desk when
I came back to school. This highlights
how important AAC is, and that we
must try to find the best system and
access method for our students so
they can share their thoughts and
ideas.

