Newsletter – 8th May 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Fond wishes and welcomes
We wanted to congratulate Naomi (Speech and Language Therapist) on the birth of her baby girl and say
‘welcome’!
We wish Jill (Mercury Class Teachers) our best wishes as she goes on maternity leave this week. We wish
her safety, much joy and special times.
We say a virtual ‘welcome’ to Maria who is covering Jill’s maternity leave. Maria has already been working
alongside Jill and the team since the beginning of this term and supporting with the planning. Maria is a
good friend of Greenmead, she used to work at the Enhanced Children’s Centre so is well known to many of
our children and their families. We are confident she will be a real asset to the Early Years’ Team!

Sharing new ideas to keep you learning at home
There are regular updates to the page with good morning routine
songs, a sensory story, stories, a music session, signs of the week and
don’t forget to join us on Instagram live at 3pm on Fridays for assembly.

Make your own sensory kit

Soundabout on BBC News

Variety, the children’s charity have launch a new
guide to making your own sensory resources at
home. With the aim of helping parents and
carers to support their child’s sensory inputs
more effectively, all of the ideas can be made
from items lying around the house or, if not,
they can be picked up easily and cheaply.
Packed with over 30 ideas for how to provide
stimulation across all the senses, how to calm
and relax and how to help with focus and
concentration, the guide is available to
download free from the website.
www.variety.org.uk/free-kits-support-childrensensory-needs-home

Well done to our friends at Soundabout for their
uplifting feature on BBC News on Tuesday!

Join their live TV performances on Facebook on
Tuesdays and Saturdays at 2pm or look out for
them on YouTube. They really are great, funfilled sessions.

Oak National Academy
This is a government scheme set up by the DfE to support further learning at
home. This week they launched a SEND page where you can find resources
created by colleagues in other special schools. These are pre-recorded
lessons. When you go onto the website click on the ‘CLASSROOM’ tab and
then click on ‘SPECIALIST’. On this page you’ll find tabs for different subject
areas.
www.thenational.academy/

FOG News
We have some amazing news! A very kind and generous donation was made by a Greenmead family.
We are so grateful. It was donated for our new sensory space outside and we hope to commission the
work ASAP (current situation allowing). Please watch this space for more details.
Unfortunately all FOG events are on hold at the moment. We will look to hold our quiz night in the
Autumn term if this is feasible. We may have to look at exciting online events if this is something which
may interest families?
We hope all families and friends of FOG are keeping well. We very much miss seeing you and hopefully
we can meet for coffee and cake soon.

News from our Families
Thank you to families who are sharing photos and messages from home. If you would like to add a message
for either staff or other parents or share a photo do email head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk. The
children will love seeing each other in the newsletter.
My new word is ‘tree’. I
have been counting trees on
my daily walks. I can now
count to 10!

Very busy with my maths
homework

My swing has been transformed
into a beanstalk!

Happy 9th birthday Keelia

Beautiful potato printing

Communication Focus
Meme/thought for the week

This new way of living, working and
taking care of a family is hard on us
all, but we are all doing it and we all
keep going – we all deserve a gold
star or two!!

Try a new strategy
Gina Davis is a Speech and Language Therapist who has created a great programme for developing
attention and listening skills. Its official name is Attention Autism, but it is great for any child and at school
we call it Bucket Time or Shared Attention, and it is used across all the pathways. The programme has
four stages and aims to teach children that sitting and watching and listening to some one play with a toy
or do something exciting, is just as fun and motivating as playing with the toy yourself. It then use this
awareness and newly developed ‘shared attention’ to support learning and help with completion of
structured activities.
Gina has a great Facebook page with lots of videos that show how to do the programme yourself, there
are also lots of Facebook idea-sharing pages and posts on Pinterest- why not try recreating some of the
activities yourself!

For children on the sensory pathway focus on stage 1 and 2
For children on the semi-formal pathway focus on stages 1-3
For children on the formal pathway try to move all the way through to stage 4.
You must work through all stages so always start at stage 1 (the bucket) as part of the programme
teaches anticipation and how keeping to a routine helps develop and cement skills .

