Newsletter – 29th May 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Share a smile and make it infectious
A wonderful poem by Spike Milligan which made me smile this week.

Activity Packs
We are going to be redistributing activity packs sent home to you before lockdown. It would be really
helpful if you could deliver the packs you have at home to the school on Tuesday 2nd June from 11.00am1.00pm so that we can re-distribute resources to families. We will be opening the main playground during
this time and be asking you to leave the packs on the tables provided. Staff members will collect the
packs, wash all the resources and make up new packs to be delivered to your homes the week beginning
8th June. If you received a pack with a photo inside showing you what was included please make sure all
the matching items are returned. If you are unable to deliver the pack yourself then we will arrange a
way of picking them up from your house.
These packs will be updated every 2-3 weeks to make learning from home more individualised and directly
related to the plans being sent to you via email by the class teachers.

Sharing new ideas to keep you learning at home
There are regular updates to our Intagram and YouTube pages with
good morning routine songs, sensory stories, stories, music sessions,
signs of the week, therapy training and don’t forget to join us on
Instagram Live at 3pm every Friday for assembly.

Summer 2 theme

Make music app

Our theme for this half term is

Incredibox is an app you can download which
allows your child to creatively make music with
the help of beatboxers. You can even share your
masterpieces and create your own playlists.

‘No place like home; the British Isles’

www.incredibox.com

Travelling craft and role play ideas
How will you and your children travel around the British Isles as part our theme? Why not try some of
these ideas.

Using an app to make your photos talk
Chattermix is a free app you can download onto a smart phone or an iPad. This app allows you to take photos
with your child and then you can record your child talking about the photos. You can take a series of photos, edit
them with graffiti, emoji’s, etc. and then use to create a story and share these with family and friends.
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/chatterpix-kids-by-duck-duck/id734046126

Wearing a face mask
It is now recommended that everyone should be wearing face masks when out and about and once we
return school staff will be wearing masks. We are not recommending that children wear face masks but
many more adults will be wearing them both at school, home and in the community. This may cause
your child some anxiety so to help we are thinking of ways to support you and your child. We will be
sending home a disposable mask to you in the post. Maybe you could decorate this with your child and
do lots of role play by putting the face mask on teddies or dolls. Staff in assembly may be wearing a
mask. Social stories are also a great way to help children understand the world around them.
Watch this one with your child and open up a discussion about wearing a face mask.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYChl3jaVzA

Come and use our playground
To further support you we are going to open up our Early Years playground from next week for you to
come and enjoy with your family. This will be open for one family at a time and entrance to the
playground will be via the back of the school. A member of staff will be at the gate to let you in. The
playground will be open from 10.30am-1.30pm on Thursday 4th June and thereafter each Tuesday and
Thursday at the same times. You can book a slot by emailing Toni at
head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk.
There will be activities set out for you to enjoy which will be cleaned between each family group as well
asking you to sanitize your hands on arrival and again when you leave.
You will not be able to enter the school building except to use a designated toileting area so please bring
your own drinks and snacks.
We hope that this will allow you a different space to enjoy with your child and their siblings especially
given that the parks are beginning to fill up which may make it a bit more tricky for you to enjoy safely
with your child.

Communication Focus
Thought/meme for the week
We’ve had a few emails from parents who
say they are struggling to get their child to
try new foods. At school we use an approach
that removes the demand of having to try
new foods straight away, but allows time to
get used to the new smells, tastes and
textures. Make it fun, without the
expectation to eat it and don’t give direct
instructions (e.g. “lick it”), instead you do
something silly with it, show them and wait
to see if they copy. It might take a couple
attempts – be patient.
Please do not try this if your child has difficulty
swallowing without speaking to your SaLT first.
Send us an email and we can call you to discuss.

Parent/Carer Training
Keep your eyes on Greenmead’s YouTube channel and Instagram page, as well as your emails (check
those Junk boxes!) for videos on different communication strategies. If there are any topics/strategies
you would like some help with please email Hayley and let her know, and we will see if we can make a
video to help; you never know, there may be another parent or carer who wants help with the same
thing and is too shy to request it!
This half term we have done videos for:

-

Makaton signs (Signs of the Week)
Zones of Regulation – full parent training; Making your Toolkit, Examples of How to Use at Home
Core Vocabulary – ‘Go’
Using Visual Timetables

Coming Up:

- What are key words and how to develop key word understanding
- Core Vocabulary – “Something Different’
Get your requests in!

