Newsletter – 22nd May 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Return to school
Following on from the newsletter last week and my letter to you on Monday we have been working hard behind
the scenes to make sure that school is safe for pupils and staff. We had a meeting with clinical advisors and the
local authority this week who have risk assessed that staff will be required to wear full hospital level PPE when
working with the pupils. We are now seeking advice on how we will be able to secure this through LA and CCG
partners. For this reason we cannot open school for any pupils on the 1st June. We will continue to offer
remote learning and support and we are working on a plan to refresh the activity packs we sent home to you at
the beginning of lockdown. Please email your child’s class teacher and therapists for additional support and
advice.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.

FOG News
FOG have been trying to raise £25 000 to install an interactive sensory garden on our wiggly path on the
side of school building. To date they have raised £20 000 which is incredible. To be in the chance of
receiving another £1000 please would you take a few minutes to nominate FOG by following this link;
https://www.movementforgood.com/#howToApply
Our charity number is 1012795. It does only take 2 minutes to fill in and closes on Sunday. Please ask
friends and family to logon and nominate us too.
Thank you if you have already done this following an email on Wednesday afternoon.

FOG Art Competition
FOG are running a competition over the half term holiday. We would like to see your most 'summery'
picture. For example it could be a painted picture, a picture of you wearing a fun summer outfit or some of
your planting. Feel free to use your imagination! Please email joanna.elgarf@gmail.com with your pictures
and include your name and age with your entry. Closing date: 1st June 2020. The winning picture will
appear in the newsletter. Good luck. We have been kindly donated one of these gorgeous Happy Craft
boxes (delivered to your home) as the prize.
https://happycraftbox.com

Sharing new ideas to keep you learning at home
There are regular updates to the page with good morning routine
songs, a sensory story, stories, a music session, signs of the week and
don’t forget to join us on Instagram live at 3pm on Fridays for assembly.

KEEP MOVING!
There are lots of great resources out there for children to keep moving.
Physical activity is extremely important for development and mental
health; even just 10 minutes a day can help maintain and improve your
child’s health (and your own).
Have a look at these websites:
For children able to walk - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities
For children with mobility issues https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities/accessible-activities
For any child (there are also filters to help you choose) https://www.activeimaginations.co.uk/find-an-activity/
Your other children may enjoy joining in too!
Please contact the Physiotherapy Team if you have any concerns or
require any support.

Half term theme
Eid Mubarak
Sending wishes
to our families
celebrating Eid
Mubarak this
weekend.

We’ve had lots of fun learning through
our theme ‘Let it Grow’ this half term.
Next week it is the holidays so our holiday
theme will be ‘Musicals’. We all love a
musical at Greenmead so watch out for
fun activities to do from the class
teachers and a ‘Musicals’ themed
assembly on Friday.

News from our Families
Thank you to families who are sharing photos and messages from home. If you would like to add a message
for either staff or other parents or share a photo do email head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk. The
children will love seeing each other in the newsletter. Green
Using coloured rice to make
a sock worm

Butterfly and
caterpillar art

Hungry caterpillar food whilst
celebrating National Uniform
Day!

I’ve been practicing my
standing and using my
hands to explore sounds

Creative
recycling as
part of our
learning this
week.
Beautiful!

Happy 4th birthday to
Quentin who had an ice
cream themed party as
it’s his favourite food!

Communication Focus
Thought/Meme of the Week
Supporting someone to use AAC can be
extremely frustrating – it’s a slow process, it
is something else to think about/carry and it
requires a lot of input from the
communication partner (you and us!).
However, it is all worth it I promise! Please
keep finding those opportunities for using
photos, symbols, signs and devices at home
even if it is just you using them and your
child want’s nothing to do with it! Seeing it
being used is better than it not being used at
all.

Try a new strategy
Talk about verbs!! We are all very good at naming things, and asking
our children “what is that?” or “what can you see?”. By developing
verb understanding we give them the language to direct others and
build longer sentences. This week, trying talking about the actions
you do or see others doing.
Early Years and Sensory Pathway: use the verbs in short, one word
sentences whilst it is happening.
Semi-Formal Pathway: Use the verb in a subject-verb or
verb-object sentence e.g. “I wash” “you wash”, “wash the cup”
Formal Pathway: encourage longer sentences by adding extra information to the verb phrase, such as
an adjective or a place e.g. “she is washing the plate in the sink”, “she is swinging high”.

