Newsletter – 15th May 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Partial re-opening of school
Following on from the PM’s announcement on Sunday that schools will reopen their doors to many more
children after half term, the leadership team has used the extra information being provided to continue to
plan for this in consultation with staff, the local authority, governors, unions and guidance from the DfE and
Public Health England. There is much to risk assess and to think about before considering how we will safely
open parts of the school when our cohort of children does not easily allow for social distancing regulations
and the complex medical needs of many of our children. One of the key factors is the safety and wellbeing
of children and staff. For staff we need to secure the correct PPE equipment to wear in order to help keep
both them and the children safe. We are also going to make environmental changes and adaptations to the
school in particular the classrooms. Thank you for your patience as you wait for news from us. I wrote to
you on Monday and your feedback has been helpful. If you do have any questions please do email me as
your questions help us to plan more fully. We have thought about a lot but your questions may prompt us
to think about things that perhaps we have missed that are important to you and your child.

Baby News
We are very pleased to share with you that Jill had a healthy baby boy this week.
Congratulations to Jill and her family.

Royal Albert Hall
Opera for Kids – Live online on Saturday 16th May at 2pm
www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/events/2020/royal-albert-home-opera-for-kids-maciek-oshea/
Meet members of an orchestra online with Albert’s Band
www.royalalberthall.com/about-the-hall/news/2020/april/meet-the-orchestra-with-alberts-band/

Sharing new ideas to keep you learning at home
There are regular updates to the page with good morning routine
songs, a sensory story, stories, a music session, signs of the week and
don’t forget to join us on Instagram live at 3pm on Fridays for assembly.

Live Zoom Sessions
Disability Sports Coach are running regular live workout sessions on Zoom, to help keep their members
and the wider community active.
The sessions take place every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-4:00pm, and are hosted by their
qualified coaches.
These sessions are free to join and open to all!
To join the session, please email clubs@disabilitysportscoach.co.uk to receive your Zoom code.
New participants should register online using the form on their Community Club page.
National Literacy Trust (Family Zone)
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/
Visit this website set up by the National Literacy Trust to support you at home with Literacy ideas for children of
all ages. You’ll find read aloud story times, games and activities, tips for parents on reading with your child and
teaching reading as well as author posts. They’ve recently added Tony Ross reading his book ‘I don’t want to
wash my hands’ written to teach little ones about the importance of hand washing.

Tiny Happy People
Tiny Happy People is a BBC website to help you develop your child’s
communication skills. Explore their activities and play ideas and find out your
child’s amazing early development.
www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people

News from our Families
Thank you to families who are sharing photos and messages from home. If you would like to add a message
for either staff or other parents or share a photo do email head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk. The
children will love seeing each other in the newsletter.
Look at my growing
potato plant

I have been practicing my
standing. Well done!

I’ve tried cheese
and onion crisps
and I love them!

Mashed potato messy play.
What fun!

Celebrating VE day

Creative potato sculptures

Creative shapes challenge

Communication Focus
Blanks Level of Questioning
Blanks Level 1:
Find one like this (matching)
What’s this?
What can you see?
Show me the …
Is it an X or Y?
Who is this?
What can you see?
Blanks Level 2:
What’s happening?
Who is … (e.g. running/pink/wet)?
Where’s the…?
Find one that is…
Find one that can…
What is this for?
Blanks Level 3:
What will happen next?
What is …going to say?
How did he…?
How are these the same?
Tell me one that is not….
What is a … (e.g. Ball)?
Blanks Level 4:
What will happen if he..?
Why did you pick that one?
What could she do?
What would you do if…?
Why can’t he…?

Try a new strategy
Have you heard of the Blanks Levels of Questioning? It splits questions up into four different levels,
from simple questions about the here-and-now, to more complex questions which require you to apply
what you know of the world and have learnt in past experiences. It is a great way to pose questions to
children depending on their level of understanding, as well as giving ideas for question types to target to
develop understanding further.
If you ask your child to do something/give you information, and they don’t respond or get it wrong,
think about what level your question falls into - was it too high? What question can you use instead to
try and help you child succeed?
For the Sensory Pathway and Early Years focus on Blanks Level 1
For the Semi-Formal Pathway and Formal Pathway Key Stage 1 focus on Blanks Level 2
For the Formal Pathway Key Stage 2 try asking questions from Blanks Level 3 and 4 to help develop
higher level language skills.
If you want some interactive resources to work on these using the computer, or paper resources to print
out, please contact Hayley.soper@stgeorges.nhs.uk and she can email you some.

