Newsletter – 2nd April 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”

Please send artwork to hub@nhsnightingale.net or tweet to #RainbowsForNightingale
The staff and their families are also going to take part and we’d love to see photos of your creations which
we’ll use to create a display in a future newsletter and on a display board when we get back to school.

Families supporting Families
During this uncertain and stressful time you might want to seek support from other parents in our school
community. A number of parents have sent some brilliant ideas that we’ve been sharing with you in the
newsletter. To further support this one of our parent governors has set up a WhatsApp for the parents in
her child’s class and is happy for anyone else to join this group. The group have already been very active
sharing ideas, tips and supporting one another. If you would like to join this parent group then please email
Toni with you mobile number giving her permission to share your name and number with the parent
governor. There is no expectation to join and contribute; you may have your own network of support or
maybe you just want to hear and see what others are doing to support each other without contributing.
This is just another way of supporting and connecting with you.
Toni’s email address
head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk

Sharing new ideas to keep busy at home

Thank you to Hannah, and others for contributing to the Instagram page. Please continue to use this and if
you have an idea of something we can include please either email Toni or your child’s class teacher. We will
continue to share learning with you over the Easter holidays.

Phonic Sounds

Animal Songs on Kid’s Learning Tube

www.storylineonline.net

www.starfall.com

News from our Families
Thank you to families who are sharing photos and messages from home. If you would like to add a message
for either staff or other parents or share a photo do email head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk. The
children will love seeing each other in the newsletter.

Choosing my favourite Julia
Donaldson book

I’ve been busy making my Easter
bonnet

I’ve been responding to
‘up’ when getting out of
my chair, out of bed and
sitting ‘up’ in my sitting

Physio and water play – what fun!

I tried a wafer biscuit and
drank water from a cup
I’ve been doing lots of
singing

Our teachers and support staff have been learning at home too. This week we have done online GDPR
training, First Aid refreshers, researched for books and activities for our themes for the next few terms,
learnt more about supporting children with Cerebral Palsy, learnt more about using sensory and social
stories and reading up on supporting learning through play.

Making a sparkly
Easter basket

Making an Easter bonnet
inspired by nature

Assembly get-together
Don’t forget to join us for assembly at 3pm today on
Instagram Live!! We’d love to see you there.
The theme for this week’s assembly is ‘Under the Sea’,
bring along your brothers, sisters, grannies, grandads,
nannies, mums and dads, props and musical
instruments as we share time together.

And some fun for mums and
dads too …
Why is the letter W, in English,
called double U? Shouldn't it be
called double V?
Who knew what time it was when
the first clock was made?

Worried about talking to your children about corona virus?
A colleague from the St. George’s CAHMS and mental health team as put together two helpful
resources for parents. These were emailed out to all parents yesterday. Please take the time to read
through the information for support and guidance.

Virtual Learning Platforms
Some parents have requested Zoom sessions that can be delivered by class teachers; we are actively
looking at this to ensure that both you, your child and our teachers can do this safely and securely. We
have recently found out that there are security flaws with Zoom and we are working with Wandsworth
Council and LGFL, our service provider, to set up a safe platform. We will update you as we find out
more. If you work in the area of IT and have further advice please email Toni.

Communication Focus
Thought/Meme for the Week

Signs of the Week

… or a therapist!
Language and communication
development should be happening 24/7
and everywhere, not just in school or
therapy sessions.
Try some of the strategies below and you
can be your own therapy materials!!

Simple Strategies to Try at Home to Develop Language and Communication Skills






Sing songs and pause: see if your child fills the gap. It doesn’t have to be the right word, but
acknowledge any vocalisation as an attempt to join in – this teaches them that their voice has a
purpose and teaches the to-and-fro of a conversation.
Simplify your sentences: name things using single words to teach labels and nouns, describe
items with two words to teach descriptive language (e.g. “red car”, “fast car”, “wet flannel”,
“hard pasta!)
Be forgetful: teach higher level language skills by creating opportunities for planning and
predicting – forget to put your shoes on before going out and see if your child knows what is
wrong; when making dinner, forget what to do next and see if they can tell you; create a problem
and see if they can fix it (e.g. forget to take your shopping bags with you, do they know you can
ask for a bag or buy another?)
Watch The Signs of the Week video on school’s Instagram page every Wednesday and use those
signs throughout the week.

Don’t forget …
…you can access Boardmaker Online from home to print the same visuals we use at school. This includes
our visual timetables and core vocabulary keyrings. We also have some communication boards and
communication book pages. If you would like access, and haven’t done so already, please email me:
hayley.soper@stgeorges.nhs.uk

