Newsletter – 24th April 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”

Our friends at Activity Station are running weekly interactive online art, music and drama sessions for
children with disabilities. To book visit their website www.activitystation.org.uk or phone 07444 881 962

Messy Play at Home
At school many of our pupils learn through exploring with sensory and messy food play. We are aware that
in some families you may have concerns about accessing shopping and food to eat, let alone for exploring
and then throwing away. With this in mind teaches may still send food play ideas but we wanted to give you
some ideas of alternatives which offer the same textures.
Squishy – play dough, paint in a zip lock bag, blu-tac, shaving foam in a zip lock bag, washing up liquid in a
zip lock bag, wet cloths or sponges
Crunchy – dried leaves, scrunched up newspaper, small and smooth stones in a zip lock bag, shredded
paper, egg shells, plastic beads in a zip lock bag
Cold – try adding flowers or small toys to ice cube trays and freeze. Your child will be able to feel the cold,
experience ice melting and find the hidden object. Hair gel in a zip lock bag that is then frozen.
Soft – cotton wool balls, pom poms, feathers
Water – can be frozen, can be hot, can be cold, add food colouring, add glitter, add sparkles or toys

Sharing new ideas to keep you learning at home
There are regular updates to the page with good morning routine
songs, a sensory story, a music session, signs of the week and don’t
forget to join us on Instagram live at 3pm on Fridays for assembly.

Online support from NSPCC

Online safety for you and your family

The NSPCC has put together great resources to
support you and your children during this time.
Topics include; Talking to Children Worried about
Coronavirus, Working from Home, Taking Care of
your Mental Health, Supporting SEND children,
How to cope with tantrums, Online Safety, Coparenting during lockdown and so much more.

Do you worry about what search engines your
child is accessing or what they might be
exposed to when searching the internet for
their favourite stories, songs and games?
Swiggle
Rather than using Google

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-childrensafe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-childrenfamilies-parents

Singing Hands
Many families already know of this wonderful local
charity but if you haven’t heard of Singing Hands
then please visit their website. They are all about
using Makaton to tell stories and sing songs.
Singing Hands has been to visit Greenmead many
times and many of our families have had them join
in for their children’s birthday parties. They are so
much fun!
www.singinghands.co.uk

More singing and signing
Our friends at Paddock School (a Wandsworth SEN
school) have invited you to visit their website to
see videos of staff signing to popular songs!
www.paddock.wandsworth.sch.uk/Singing-andSigning

Soundabout
Join in everyday at 9.30am for Hello songs and
on a Tuesday and a Saturday at 2pm for
themed stories and songs. This week there
was a theme around the Circus. On Saturday
the theme is
You’ll need to log into their Facebook Live
page to join in.

Our theme for the term
Our theme for this half term is ‘Let it Grow’. Your child’s class teacher will be sending you an email on a Monday
with the week’s sub-theme and activities to do across the curriculum; for communication and/or literacy, for
cognition or maths and for topic. This will include a curriculum map for the half term, session plans and links to
songs, stories and video clips, Power Points and/or worksheets. The plans are general for all the pupils in the class so
please do use these alongside your child’s IEP targets which were sent in mid-March to further support your child’s
learning. We fully understand that life is challenging for everyone so please don’t feel under pressure to complete
these; they are there to support you if you are running out of ideas of how to keep your child busy. Please remember
to balance your day with going for walks or time in the garden, playtime, free and unstructured time, role play and
reading to your child.

News from our Families
Thank you to families who are sharing photos and messages from home. If you would like to add a message
for either staff or other parents or share a photo do email head@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk. The
children will love seeing each other in the newsletter.
Can you spot the snail crawling
on my spade?

Thank you and stay safe

Exploring my sensory garden
and choosing likes and dislikes

What a wonderful picture to celebrate
our theme!

Communication Page

Try a new strategy
Try thinking of new ways to develop
language skills using toys you got at home.
You can use Mr Potato Head for more than
just requesting or working on body part.
Try using him to work on:
- Prepositions: “Put him behind me”,
“put him under the table”
- Verbs: “Make him jump”, “make him
sleep”, “push it”, “take it”, “hold it”
- Following direction: “First put on Mr
Potato Head’s eyes, then his hat”,
“Before you put on his ears, give me
a high five!”

This is a great way to teach vocabulary
and how to use longer sentences.
Instead of ‘testing’ you child and asking
them “what is this?”, “what have you
got” comment on it instead – “That’s a
big apple”, “you found a brown stick.”

