Newsletter – 28th February 2020
“Every Achievement Counts”
Tristan
Jannat
Benjamin
Anya
Martina
Nandi
Hannah T
Gabriella
Alhagie

Exploring new textures and requesting ‘more’ during cooking
Active standing with her leg gaiters at an activity
Walking with his rollator around the classroom
For being a kind friend
Using a joystick on the driving platform for the first time
For coming back to school and working hard all day, every day
For being calm and brave and stroking the snake in Europa class!
For walking with an adult to the hall and back
Great participation in PE, especially in commando crawling

School Diary Dates for Spring Term

Special Achievement
Awards

School Nursing News

5th March
World Book Day – Julia Donaldson theme
11th March
Spring/Summer term IEPs to be released
Wk beginning 16th March
Spring Term Parents’ Evening
3rd April
Last day of term (1pm finish for pupils)

Informal Parent/Carer Coffee Morning
Weds 11th March 10am
Sainsbury's Southside
A chance for parents and carers to have a chat. Non
Greenmead parents/carers who have children with
physical disabilities are very welcome to join us.
For more information please email
joanna.elgarf@gmail.com

Curriculum Theme
Our whole school theme
for this half term is Julia
Donaldson. We’ll all be
enjoying Julia’s storybooks
and will tie this into our
World Book Day theme.
Happy reading and getting
creative with costumes.

If your child hasn’t yet had the MMR vaccination
the council have set up clinics across the local
authority for you to attend.

Health and Care Survey
In the Autumn term we sent out a Health and Care survey to parents/carers. We had 18 (30%) responses back. There
were some common themes and we’re happy to provide you with feedback on some of the issues raised;
Concern

The school does not permit all types of gastro feeds used by the children.

Actions or
Explanation

Whilst we appreciate this could be frustrating, school staff have to follow the guidelines set in
their training and advice from NHS dieticians.

Concern

Needs to be improved tracking of urination and bowel movements

Actions or
Explanation

Requests for tracking can vary from child to child. If you feel you are not receiving adequate
information please inform Nicky (Head of Care).

Concern

Would prefer toileting times based on need not just scheduled.
Would be good to have a toileting plan.
Would like more opportunities for my child to use their potty chair.
This can be a tough balancing act. As the children are only in school for a set number of hours, we
need to make sure that we allow a suitable amount of time for educational activities, care
activities and therapeutic activities.
The school is currently working on guidelines for children that are toilet training, these will be
shared with parents later in the year.
If you have concerns regarding your child’s toileting please contact Nicky and he will look into it.

Actions or
Explanation

Concern

Would be good to have Halal options for school meals.

Actions or
Explanation

Currently Wandsworth schools have to opt in fully for a halal menu or opt out. As we share a
school kitchen with Ronald Ross School, both schools would have to ‘opt in’ for the halal menu.
There is currently not an adequate level of interest to propose we opt into a halal menu. However
this is reassessed each year with the catering contractors to make sure we are responding to any
changes in the pupil population.
We appreciate this may be disappointing for some families.

Concern

Manual handling concern

Actions or
Explanation

If you have any concerns or questions regarding your child’s manual handling please get in touch
with Nicky and he will look into the matter.

Concern

Parental choice for dietary requirements has made some school activities not possible.

Actions or
Explanation

Some school therapeutic activities may require a child to be able to experiment with a range of
prescribed textures of food. If this is not possible due to parental preference then it may be more
beneficial for the child to participate in an alternative activity.

There were lots of positive comments from parents/carers and we wanted to share these with you too …
“All staff are hands on and know each child well.”

“Staff promote independence and go above and beyond.”

“Good trust built between parents and staff and child and staff.”
“Do not feel awkward asking Care Lead uncomfortable questions.”

“I have built trust and faith with staff.”
“Staff are very efficient.”

“Having a long term Head of Care and a regular nurse means I don’t need to explain my child’s back story like I do in
hospital.”
“Staff liaised with me on an individual care plan that is tailored to my child’s needs. I was very impressed with the
care and attention given.”
“Appropriate training has been given to manage my child’s shunt. All staff are very reassuring and understanding.”

Communication Focus
Signs of the week

Try a new strategy

Don’t try to do everything all at once – it’s too
overwhelming! Choose one word to model,
whether it’s through speech, signing, symbols
or on high tech AAC, and find all the
opportunities to use it throughout the day. If
you like, just focus on that one word for a
week. Less is more!!

Parent/Carer Training
Last half term we introduced The Zones of Regulation
into school. Staff have worked really hard to learn
about this programme and integrate it into the
school day. We’ve run several staff and parent/carer
training sessions to upskill staff and share strategies
with home.
Don’t forget the next training session on 31st March
at 12.30, please let us know if you would like to
attend.
To make sure information about the programme and
how each pathway uses it is easily accessible we have
made a notice board. It is located on the ground
floor, and is an excellent information point for staff
and visitors.

