Newsletter – 22nd November 2019
“Every Achievement Counts”
Achievements this week
Oscar

For standing in his standing frame and working hard on his weight bearing standing

Nora

For signing ‘me’ during our good morning sessions this week

Aurora

For using her new communication book and ‘yes’ really well

Anton

Helping lots of in our cooking session

Ellie-May

Learning a new sound in phonics and then being able to use this new sound in her spelling

School Diary Dates for Autumn/Spring Term
Wk of 2nd December (Please see leaflet in your
child’s home/school book)
Curriculum Parent Events
10th December
School Christmas Lunch
10th December (8pm)
FOG Parents Christmas Drinks at the Green Man,
Putney
11th December (Time tbc)
Christmas music concert with Ronald Ross
18th December
Christmas WOW day including Santa’s grotto
19th December (10.45am)
Greenmead’s Christmas Concert
19th December (1pm finish)
End of term
20th December – 3rd January
School Holidays
6th January 2020
INSET day – no school for pupils
7th January
Back to school for the Spring Term

To book: 020 8947 5260 /
wandsworth.office@contact.org.uk
Growing Up, Sex, Puberty and Relationships
A 3 hour workshop for parents of children aged 5+
years who want to be prepared for the changes
and how to discuss these with their children
Tuesday 3 December 9.45am—12.45pm
Early Years Centre, 1 Siward Road, SW17 0LA

Makaton Course
The Wandsworth Enhanced Children’s Centre
is running a 2 day accredited Beginners
Makaton Course for parents and professionals
who live in and/or work in Wandsworth on
10th and 17th December, 9.30am – 2.30pm
Spaces can be booked by contacting the ECC
directly on 020 8877 0758

Thank you for your
generous donations.
We raised £109 for
Children in Need!

Christmas Cards
It’s not too early to order your Christmas cards
Your child’s class have designed a card and
these are now ready to order.
A pack of 12 cards is £5.50
Please return the order forms sent in your
child’s home/school book or contact the
admin team
admin@greenmead.wandsworth.sch.uk for
more details

Curriculum Event
Please see the flier in your child’s
home/school book today giving your further
details.

Creative Arts Workshop
Sunday 24th November
11.30am – 1.00pm

Free Christmas Music Sing-Along featuring
Chirpy Cheeps
Sunday 24th November
11.30am – 1.00pm

Drama Workshop
Sunday 24th November
2.00pm – 4.00pm

Autumn Disco
Sunday 24th November
5.00pm - 8.00pm

Communication Focus
Thought/Meme of the Week
Letters, symbols and signs are my closet allies
because they never change. They just stay as
they are, fixed in my memory….Letters and
symbols are much easier for us to grasp than
spoken words, and we can be with them
whenever we want”
“… I very quickly forget what it is I’ve just heard.
Inside my head there really isn’t such a big
difference between what I was told just now,
and what I heard a long, long time ago” The
Reason I Jump’ by Naoki Higashida.
This is a great quote from someone with a
diagnosis of Autism. There is no evidence that
using symbols stops someone developing spoken
language, but they are great for facilitating
communication, teaching new vocab, teaching
the basic rules of a conversation (e.g. delivering a
message and turn taking) and helping someone
remember their routine or a sequence of
activities they must complete.
Developing Cause and Effect…

Try a New Strategy
Remember the strategies this half term are based
on creating opportunities to communicate. If they
can get to what they want, why do they need to
ask for it? Learning how to ask for things now,
whilst in the comfort of their home with people
they are familiar with, is the best time for teaching
functional skills they may need in the future, so
create those learning opportunities!

When doing cause and effect activities at home, such as
encouraging your child to use their voice to get
attention, or to press a switch, make sure to do the
following:
1. Reduce all other background noise and
distractions (e.g. turn off the TV)
2. Make sure it is only them involved in the activity,
so they are the only one creating the effect
For example, if they are doing an activity with a sibling
and both are calling out for you to blow bubbles, how
do they learn it is their voice that is causing your
response? There is no reinforcement for just their action
- it will happen regardless of whether they do something
or not. Therefore, their voice/switch use is not being
reinforced as the cause for the effect
3. Do not put your hands near the switch, as they
need to learn they are the sole cause of the
effect
4. If your child requires hand-over-hands support
to press a switch, give this but then but then
immediately move away.

